
January 3-16, 2027

Ethiopia Cultural, Historic, and Mission Trip

Master Builder Center and its partners

ITINERARY
Day 1 Addis Ababa (January 4, 2027)
 - Arrive Addis Ababa

On arrival, transfer to Haile Hotel in
Addis Ababa. Rest and around the
afternoon and take a trip around the
city. We will have dinner in the city
center. Overnight in a local hotel in
Addis Ababa.
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Experience Ethiopia 2027

AXUM

Day 2 (January 5, 2027) Axum

Arrive at Axum Airport in the
afternoon.
Later in the afternoon we will visit the
museum and the Stela or Obelisk.
Finally, we will visit the Queen Sheba
palace before dinner and overnight
at Atranos Hotel.
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      LALIBELA
Day 3 (January 6, 2027) Lalibela

After breakfast, we will transfer to the
airport for the flight to Lalibela. Today is
Ethiopian Christmas Eve and Lalibela is a
common pilgrimage site for Orthodox
Christians on this day. Lots of people will
be arriving to celebrate this day of holy
prayer. We will check into our hotel and
in the afternoon visit some of the
churches. In the evening we will be
observing the church mass program.
Dinner and overnight at a local hotel.

Day 6-7 (Jan 9-10, 2027) – Addis Ababa

After breakfast we are going to continue
the city tour and visit the most exciting
church; Tsion Mariyam church which has
a small museum. It has a major
significance in the Ethiopian Orthodox
church because it is believed by many to
that the Arc of the Covenant is
preserved here. 

Then, we will  transfer to the airport for
your fl ight to Addis Ababa. When arrived,
we will  check into a local hotel. In the
afternoon we will  relax.

Haile Grand, Addis Ababa

           GONDER
Day 4-5 (January 7-8, 2027) Addis –
Gonder

After an early breakfast, we will fly to
Gonder on a morning flight. After arrival,
we transfer to a local hotel and visit Debre
Berhan Selasse Church. The walls and
ceiling are covered with vivid murals (the
angels' faces), which are a common motif
in Ethiopian historic art design. After Lunch,
we will visit the Imperial Compound, with
the enchanting 'Fasalidas' castles that are
still in good condition. At the 'Bath of King
Fasilidas', this is a place where the Timket
(Epiphany) celebrations takes place on
January 19, 2026.  Dinner and overnight at
local Hotel. 
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Day 8 (Jan 11,  2027) – Hossana -
Durame

This trip goes to the southern regions of
Ethiopia. First,  we will  visit one of MBC’s
partners at South Central Synod and
Ambericho Bilate Synod.  We will  be
meeting and visiting the partners at
these synods.  Parish nurse workshop
and clinical/medical mission service.
Three nights at local hotel.

ADDIS ABABA
Day 7 Continued (Jan 10, 2027) –
Addis Ababa (Mekane Yesus
Seminary)

We will be visiting Master Builder
Center projects in the Addis Ababa
area. We will  then have a meeting with
EECMY-SSUF. Overnight in a local hotel.

SOUTHERN ETHIOPIA

Day 9-10 (January 12-13, 2027) –
Mission Trips Across Southern Ethiopia
 
Drive to Arba Minch and visit Dorze
Village that night. The next day, visit
the magnificent Konso vil lage and see
the terracing way of farming which is
also a UNESCO World Heritage site.

We will  then take a boat trip on Lake
Chamo and Abaya. There is a good
chance to spot many hippos and large
concentrations of giant crocodiles.
Water birds abound and the scenery is
truly unforgettable. The lake is about
32km long and provides a lush wetland
habitat for many species of flora and
fauna. We will  be staying in local
hotels/guest houses on the route.

We will  visit the Synod/District
presidents of Southwest Synod, Gerese
Synod, Amaro Synod, and Konso Synod
to discuss our mission partnership and
to visit their projects.
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Arba Minch

Dorze Village

Lake Hawassa

Hippos in Lake Hawassa

Southwest Synod Leadership with MBC partners

Traditional house in southern Ethiopia, with a
center point serving as the cornerstone.
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Day 11 (January 14, 2027) – South
Ethiopian Synod in Dilla and Dara
Synod in Kabado
 
We will visit the synod president and
his mission team.  We will  then visit
sponsored projects.

The areas around Dara and Dilla
synods are the most prosperous
coffee-growing areas in the nation.
The famous Starbucks Yirgacheffe
coffee brand comes from this area.

The next day, we will  go to Hawassa,
where we will  have dinner and
overnight in a local hotel.

DILLA AND DARA SYNODS 

Day 12 (January 15, 2027) – Hawassa

• Visit South Central Ethiopia Synod in
Hawassa (Tabor Seminary). Then, visit
Tabor Congregation and meet the
synod presidents.  We will  visit Tabor
College, where MBC funded 15
students from local synods. Then, city
tour of Hawassa. Dinner and overnight
at local hotel.

HAWASSA

The photos shown (top to bottom) are a
Yirgacheffe coffee bush, a private school
supported by MBC, and the president of Tabor
College.
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Day 13 (January 16, 2027) – Addis Ababa
 
• Breakfast at Hawassa Hotel
• Back to Addis
• Shopping Ethiopian traditional souvenir
in Addis
• Farewell dinner and music show
(Traditional Restaurant/Totot or Yod
Abyssinia)
 

FINAL DAYS

Included:
 
* International flights
*Meals (lunch and dinner)
* All transport costs using a coaster bus that
has AC.
* All transfers from and to the airports and to
the sights and hotels.
* All hotel accommodations in twin room
basis with break fast
* Mineral water as per the itinerary with
bottled water
* All fees to guides and local guides
* Boat trip fees
* All Allowances to drivers
* All government taxes
* All domestic flights PAX if they use ET for
the international Ticket

Not Included:

*Visa for Ethiopia if required.
The visa can be issued online
at the following link:
https://www.evisa.gov.et/#/ho
me
*Visa fees $80 [Ticket agent will
process this for you]
* Tips and items of personal
nature like laundry, souvenirs,
etc
* Alcoholic drinks
• Entrance fees estimated $250
for all sites 
* All what is not included in the
included list above

Travelling Costs: $5,600/person
For couples: $8,600

Email questions to tilahun.mendedo@mbcnow.org
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John 1:39 Jesus said, `Come and see.’
Purpose:

1. Learn about the history, tradition, culture and religion of Ethiopia.
2. Understand The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus church growth.
3. Experience the dynamic of partnership
between Mekane Yesus Seminary and Lutheran Bible Translators.
4. Meet key partners in the ministry of Master Builder Center Ethiopia
5. Show support for Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus - Southern Synods Units
Fellowship (EECMY-SSUF)
6. Commencing the Parish Nurse Program in Hossana, Ethiopia.

Process:

1. Trip to Addis Ababa, Gondar, Lalibela, Axum, Hosanna, Durame, Arba Minch, Gerese,
Amaro, Konso, Dilla, Dara, and Hawassa in Ethiopia (Jan 3 – 16, 2027)
2. Involve MBC donors, partners, missionaries, higher education leaders, mission directors,
researchers, anthropologists, historians and linguists.
3. Flights and surface travel
4. Devotions, prayers, and Bible Studies will be conducted by team members.

Payoff:

1. New appreciation for Lutheran Church growth in Ethiopia
2. Visiting some of the ancient churches and places of the world
3. Survey the humanitarian and missionary opportunities for MBC and it’s partners.
4. Encourage both partners and hosts to be inspired by God’s mission. 
5. Enhance the healthcare programs in Southern parts of Ethiopia

Experience Ethiopia 2027
Mission Trip Itinerary
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